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Sara also told a close confidant that she would become 
pregnant with Satan’s child and bring about the 
apocalypse. Bizarre stories of Sara’s occult practices were 
not in short supply, and she seemed to use this persona 
to intimidate those around her to do her bidding. 
Her reputation became cult-like, and soon everyone within 
the social scene knew of the Witch of Lakeland. Sara was 
a notoriously paranoid person. She was suspicious of most 
people and kept a constant eye out for drug informants 
within her circle. There seemed to be no greater betrayal 
in Sara’s eyes than that of a “narc”, and if she suspected 
someone in her circle may be working for the police, 
she was quick to get rid of them. This was the suspected 
motive behind Ralph’s orchestrated murder, however 
there’s never been any proof or information provided by 
police to suggest that Ralph was an informant. Ralph was 
killed as a result of Sara’s paranoia and rage. 

To this day, the case is cold and Ralph’s whereabouts 
are still unknown. His mother and father passed without 
learning the truth about their son. His siblings grew up 
without their brother. His friends stayed silent, fearing 
for their lives, having to face Ralph’s potential killers every 
time they went to The Castle. This case and the details 
surrounding it speak not only to Ralph’s tragic 
disappearance, but the power this Witch of Lakeland 
had over those close to her. Many other children and young 
adults disappeared in Lakeland during this time, and even
now, we still don’t know what happened to them.   
I have interviewed several long-time Lakelanders about 
this case and to my surprise, many of them remember
and can confirm several details. They remember the Royal 

teens. Others remember children were going missing 
around this time and had heard about Ralph Miller’s 
disappearance. One woman, a 1971 Lakeland High School 
graduate, stated she and Ralph went to school together, 

crowd. “Look, we were no angels then either. We did drugs 

They were those kids that would iron their hair flat

on some other level. We just liked to party, but I heard 
they could be violent, and we just weren’t about that, 
so we always stayed away from that group.” 
Another woman I spoke to worked at an old thrift store 

down on July 25th, 2013, and the owners have since  
relocated). The store housed thrifted and antique items 
on the bottom floor, but the second floor was something 

essentials. Everywhere you turned were rows of candles 

shelves of magical books, and more. I was shocked 
because Lakeland is a small, conservative town, 
and finding a store like this among all the churches and 
orange groves felt taboo. As I brought my purchase to the 
counter, I made small-talk  with the woman checking me
out. We talked about Lakeland, how long she had lived 
there, and how the town had changed over the years. 
When I brought up the Ralph Miller story and told her
about the Witch of Lakeland, her face dropped and she 
grew quiet. The last thing she said before changing the 
subject was “there are lots of witches in Lakeland.
Be careful.” and left it at that.  

Needless to say, there is a lot more to this story. 
Over the years, I’ve continued to gather articles 
and transcribe them on a website dedicated to Ralph. 
They are cataloged in order and can be found at 
www.witchoflakeland.com. The story is still unfolding 
and fitting the pieces of this narrative together will 
always be a work in progress. However, the hope is 
to spread awareness about Ralph and generate new 
interest in an old case. Ralph’s truth deserves to be told, 
and those responsible should be brought into the light.

If you have any information, please feel free to drop us a 
line through our instagram, or sunny.balliette@gmail.com. 
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A CONVERSATION WITH ARTIST NAT PAGAN

The following conversation is between myself and dear friend, Nat Pagan.
Nat and I initially discussed a piece and poem they’d submit for the zine.
When I received the email, Nat also included a brief explanation of the work 
and what inspired it (shown on the following page). The first line of text read 
“This was a poem I wrote at my old pastor’s funeral...” I texted Nat immediately 
and said I had to know more, and asked if they would be ok to share our 
conversation alongside the work. The following pages contain screenshots of our 
text messages. Nat discusses the complex relationship they shared with their 
pastor, and the dark legacy he left behind. 

To see more of Nat’s work, click or scan the QR code below.
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